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Explanation: 
On April 1, 2005, CPAL will offer the Quadruple Marker for prenatal testing for Down 
Syndrome.  The quadruple marker group (AFP, hCG, uE3, and inhibin-A) differs from the 
currently used triple marker group by the addition of a test for inhibin-A.  The quadruple 
marker is an improvement over the triple marker insofar as it improves the prenatal detection 
of fetuses with Down Syndrome.  The expected detection rate for Down Syndrome increases 
from around 67% (using the triple marker) to around 77% when ultrasound dating is used.  
The false positive rate remains around 5%. 
 
The AFP component of the quadruple marker test is used in calculating prenatal risk for 
neural tube defects (NTD) just as it was in the triple marker test.  The addition of inhibin-A 
testing does not make any changes to the NTD calculations. 
 
The triple marker will continue to be offered.  However, if a triple marker test is mistakenly 
ordered and followed by an order for the quadruple marker test, there will be a charge issued 
for both tests.  Because of the complexity of the risk calculations involved in both the triple 
and quadruple marker tests, the tests are not even marginally interchangeable.  Make certain 
that the appropriate test has been ordered to avoid delay of testing results and added expense. 
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